DAVID MACHADO RESTAURANTS
Portland, OR • Nominated by Third Angle New Music

“Some would have us believe that great cities can be measured by the number of financial institutions
or the quantity and quality of real estate transactions that they host. We take a different view and are
resolute in our conviction that a strong and flourishing arts scene is a better indicator of civic vitality.
David Machado Restaurants gathers immense satisfaction from the numerous arts partnerships that
we have cultivated and strengthened over the past decade.”
David Machado, Chef
Chef/Restaurateur David Machado’s food has been a staple
of Portland’s nationally recognized dining scene since the
early 1990s. He is often credited with leading the East Side
independent dining movement of the early 2000s with
his two landmark restaurants, Lauro Kitchen and Vindalho.
Amidst the recession in 2009, he took a risk and returned
to his hotel roots to open Nel Centro, an Italian Riviera
themed restaurant, in the center of Portland’s performing
arts district. As a visionary business owner and civic community member, Machado immediately met with local arts
organizations to ensure that his company would play a
meaningful role in the community. After learning that many
of his hospitality industry peers were reducing philanthropic
support due to a lack of sale brought on by the recession,
Machado realized that Nel Centro could best contribute to
the community by partnering with the arts. The same year,
he was named Oregon Restaurateur of the Year by the
Oregon Restaurant Association.
Nel Centro supports some thirty arts organizations
annually by providing monetary contributions, meeting
space, performance space, in-kind receptions, on site
catering, gift certificates, and auction items for fundraisers.
These efforts have helped organizations with their fundraising and cultivation of both artists and audience.
Machado’s other notable restaurants, Tanner Creek Tavern,
Altabira City Tavern, and Citizen Baker are also integral to
Portland’s culinary and arts and cultural ecosystems.
The arts were established as an important focus early on at
Nel Centro with commissioned visual artwork and musical
performances by jazz trios, dance by Northwest Dance
Project, and modern classical by Third Angle New Music.
Third Angle has even performed at each of Machado’s new
restaurant openings. Annually during the Portland Jazz

Festival, Nel Centro hosts Sunday Jazz Brunch. They also
create signature drinks and desserts in collaboration with
Portland Opera and Oregon Ballet Theatre that are placed
on the menu for the entire run of a production.
A decade after opening, Nel Centro still serves as the
destination for both pre- and post-concert dining. Restaurant
staff is always knowledgeable about nearby performances
on any given night since their customers are often
performing arts patrons. Complimentary tickets to local
performances are provided to employees as a benefit to
further their artistic education. Many staff also volunteer
annually at the Lan Su Chinese Garden for their gala Under
the Moonlight. Upon the opening of his newest restaurant,
Tanner Creek Tavern in Portland’s Pearl District, Machado
forged a significant partnership agreement with Portland
Center Stage, Portland’s premier theater group.
David Machado Restaurants aim to create a community
in which we all want to live. He recognizes that for a city
to stay vital, it must be active and inclusive for all citizens.
His venues support this creative vision of civic life that aim
to contribute to thriving neighborhoods and livability. He
currently serves as the board president of Third Angle New
Music and was past president of the Portland Jazz Festival.
In 2017, Machado was honored locally with a philanthropy
award from twenty-five arts organizations in the greater
Portland area. The following year, Nel Centro was voted
a Top Workplace by The Oregonian—the first restaurant to be
named to this award. David Machado Restaurants opened
their newest concept, Pullman Wine Bar & Merchant
last July in the Eastlund Hotel. Third Angle has already
booked a music series there entitled 3A Underground’s
Wine Wednesdays.
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